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Welcome to Hands for Haiti! We are so grateful for your interest in 
coming on a trip with us. We want you to have a great trip — so please 
read this packet carefully. It’s full of helpful information about our 
mission and what to expect on your trip. May God bless you as you 
embark on this incredible journey and explore what He has planned for 
you! 

 

Hands for Haiti ~ 
 

Goals for our mission trips: 

 
 To work alongside the Haitian people in a variety of projects that 

help us to appreciate the poor and most vulnerable and to share 
our lives, faith and love to build lasting relationships. 

 

 To share our experiences in Haiti with people back in the U.S. 
helping all to see how blessed we all are... and that God blesses 
us not so we can consume His many blessings for ourselves, but 
to let them flow through us to others. 
 

 To encourage all to be obedient to God's call to serve the poor. 
Through a short term mission experience, you will step out in 
faith and to see our world through a different lens. 
  

 And finally, not just to live life, but to live life with significance 
and purpose... God's purpose for our lives. 

 
 
 
 
 

God’s Work Through  
Hands for Haiti ~ 
 

Since 2010, Hands for Haiti has been involved in many projects.  Here 
is some of the work their teams have been involved in: 
 

 Distributed school supplies to over 100 earthquake refugee students. 
 

 Helped build shelters in Port au Prince after the earthquake. 
 

 Helped with soil conservation projects. 
 

 Distributed hundreds of water filters to families in the mountains. 
 

 Planted and distributed hundreds of fruit and vegetable plants to 
families in the mountains to teach sustainable farming. 

 

 Built a home for an earthquake refugee family 
 

 Built school benches for 250 students in the mountains. 
 

 Renovated and built shelves in a room that houses books for a much-
needed school program 

 

 Delivered 100’s of books and started a library at a primary school in the 
village. 

 

 Helped distribute monthly stipend of food with the TiMange Food 
Program 

 

 Provide health care in the mountains for over 200 patients per week. 
 

 Given the opportunity for over 7 families to have farms and learn 
budgeting to support their families. 
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Our Values 
 
 
Hands for Haiti is a faith based non-
profit 501(c)3 dedicated to serving the 
poor in Haiti.  We believe each one of 
us has been put on earth for a unique 
God given purpose and that we have 
all been blessed with different gifts. 
Hands for Haiti seeks to use our gifts 
and those of our team members so that 
God may bless those we serve.  
 
Haiti is a country with 70-80% umemployment… one of the poorest in the world, 
yet Haiti has been blessed with many who have much time and talent.  We 
believe it would be a disservice to our Haitian brothers and sisters to bring 
mission teams to Haiti to do what Haitians can do themselves while the 
unemployed watch us work.   
 
Whenever possible, Hands for Haiti hires Haitians to do the work that needs to 
be done.  Everything we do, we do alongside the Haitians.  Also, we never push 
the work load, as the reason for coming is not so much to “do” as it to “be”.    
 
We come alongside them to support them and build relationships with them… 
and to enjoy the fruits of God’s love in each other! 
 
 

“Start by doing what's necessary; then do what's possible; and 
suddenly you are doing the impossible.”    

~ St. Francis of Assisi 
 

 
“Only in heaven will we see how much we owe to the poor for helping 
us to love God better because of them.”  

~ Blessed Mother Teresa 

 

 
 
 
 
One of the most important things you can do to ensure that you experience the 
best trip possible is to plan ahead.  Third world travel can be unpredictable and 
always requires flexibility, but you can eliminate many “surprises” by being well 
prepared. 
 

Passport 
The Haitian authorities require that all Americans entering Haiti have a valid 
passport.  You will not be allowed into Haiti without one.  Check with your post 
office for a passport application, or go to the U.S. Department of State web 
page: http://travel.state.gov/passport.  All travelers are required to bring a 
colored photocopy of their passport for the team leader to keep. 

 
Immunizations 
Because we are not a medical mission, we cannot recommend what 
immunizations to get but encourage everyone to seek professional advice from 
their doctor or clinic about tetanus and influenza, typhoid and hepatitis A and B 
vaccines. You should also consult your doctor about anti-malaria medications. 
You can visit http://www.cdc.gov/travel/destinationHaiti.aspx#vaccines  for the 
most up-to-date health information regarding travel to Haiti. *note – no 
vaccinations are required, only recommended. 
 

Medications 
Medical identification (tags, bracelet, card, etc.) must be carried by anyone 
with chronic illness such as diabetes or heart conditions. If you take 
prescription medications, bring enough to last at least 2 weeks. We ask that 
each person bring with them an anti-diarrheal medication (like Imodium), 
sunscreen and bug spray containing Deet. 
 

Jewelry 
Leave it at home! We do not want to bring attention to ourselves with 
expensive jewelry or diamonds, so we suggest you bring a simple cross 
necklace. It is actually beneficial to wear a cross so that people know that you 
are with a Christian organization. 

http://www.cdc.gov/travel/destinationHaiti.aspx#vaccines


4 | P a g e  

 

Raising Support 
 

How can you raise support? 

 Tell your church.  Consider going to your priest, elders, ministers or 
mission committee and tell them what you are doing. Often they will 
offer to help pay for all or part of your trip. 
 

 Write support letters.  Even if your friends and family are not believers 
in Christ, many still believe in good causes and will help you financially.  
Send letters to friends, your parents’ friends, colleagues, neighbors, 
etc.  You may be surprised to find out how many people are willing to 
help.  Make all donations payable to Hands for Haiti and put your name 
in the memo line. All donations are tax deductible for your supporters. 
If you need guidance, please read the sample support letter on the next 
page. 
 

 Get your community involved.  Make it a project with your youth 
group, friends, family, or neighbors. Hold a garage sale, car wash, bake 
sale, or auction. 
 

 Use holidays.  Instead of asking for birthday or Christmas gifts, ask 
family and friends to help you go on a mission trip. You will find that 
the sacrifice of giving up a present will pale in comparison to the joy of 
being the hands and feet of Jesus in Haiti. 
 

 Be sure to send 
thank-you notes to 
your supporters.  
And while you’re at 
it, you might bring 
them small gifts 
from Haiti, it is a 
great way to show 
your appreciation 
and share with them 
about your 
experience. 

 

Sample Letter 
 
Dear Friends, 
I hope things are going well with you. I have some exciting news that I wanted to share! I am going on a 
mission trip to the poorest country in the Western Hemisphere — Haiti. I have thought about this, prayed, 
and talked it over with many close friends and/or family. I really feel like this is an opportunity that I cannot 
pass up. 
 
We are making the trip with Hands for Haiti, an organization that works in Haiti providing water filters, food 
distribution, housing, education and the example of Christ to the poor and most vulnerable. The dates of the 
trip are ________________. The total cost of the trip is $__________. 
 
I am writing to you to ask for your financial support. Anything you are able to give would be helpful! Gifts to 
Hands for Haiti, designated for my trip expenses, are tax deductible. If I am unable to participate in the trip, 
your gifts are still tax deductible and will be used to support the mission.  
 
If you are unable to give at this time, I completely understand! I seek your prayers as I begin to plan for this 
mission trip. As you can imagine, raising support is sometimes difficult, but I know that if it is the Lord’s will 
that I make this trip, then He will provide.  
 
While in Haiti, I will have the opportunity to: 
• Work alongside the Haitians   • Visit schools and/or gardens 
• Distribute Food to those in need   • Bring needed supplies 
• Work at Mother Teresa Missionaries of Charity  • Build relationships and deepen my faith 
 
If you are able to help, please make your check payable to “Hands for Haiti”, put my name in the memo line 
and return in the enclosed envelope to me by (DATE).  I need to know where my support is coming from and 
what other support I will need to raise before I leave.  
 
To learn more about the mission and its ministry, please visit their website at: www.handsforhaiti.net.  My 
desire for this trip is to perhaps make a small difference in the life of the Haitian people. Please continue to 
pray for me as these plans fall into place.  
 
Love, Jane Smith 
 

Sample Response card 
 
We want to partner with Hands for Haiti and are sending our gift of $__________. 

to be used to support the short-term trip of ___________________. 
 

We understand that the use of our gift is subject to the discretion and control of the mission. 

Donor(s): ____________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: _______________________ 

You may send your gifts directly to: (All donations are 100% Tax Deductible.) 

Hands for Haiti 
7421 W. Blue Rd., Lake City, MI  49651 

http://www.handsforhaiti.net/
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Packing 
Everyone is permitted one carry-on and a backpack. We ask that you use the carry on 

and backpack for your personal items.  We will use checked bags for group items or 

supplies that you’ve collected for the needs for Haiti. 

 

**You will receive an updated list at your team meeting. 

Special Note* 

Liquid Personal Toiletries larger than 3oz (toothpaste, shampoo, lotion, sunscreen, insect 

repellent) needs to be packed in checked luggage because it cannot be carried on the 

airplane in your carry on. 

 
If we are able, you may be responsible for a “Group” Suitcase which may 
include: *Health Teams will bring medical/health supplies. 
 
• Games/toys   • Candy and balloons 
• Tennis shoes & Hats  • Housewares and fabric 
• Soccer Balls & jump ropes • Other items Hands for Haiti will have. 

 

 

 

 

Water 
You should not drink or brush your teeth with any water in Haiti except from bottled 
water furnished by our guesthouse. Personal water bottles can be refilled at the 
guesthouse from a purified water cooler.  *Mountain teams are required to purchase a 
Sawyer water bottle. 

 
Food Meals  
While in Haiti, it is best to eat only foods prepared by our guesthouse. Your team leader 
will know when it is OK outside of the guesthouse. .Everyone is different and some will 
have more sensitive stomachs than others. We will eat traditional Haitian meals with 
occasional American twists, i.e. pizza. Be careful to take only what you will consume.  
Even if there is food left over, the cooks will take it to their families. 
 

In the Field  
Carry snacks in your backpack such as granola bars, nuts, beef jerky and dried fruit. 
Chocolate will melt.  Bring enough to share with our Haitian workers! Also remember to 
fill your water bottles every time we go out. 
 

Clothing  
There is laundry service available at the guest house for approx. $3. If you lay your 
clothes out for cleaning in the morning they are usually be back within 1-2 days.  
 

Money  
We recommend bringing $50 - $200 in cash for helping others/tips and/or souvenirs.  
There is a local artisan store at the guesthouse that displays their trinkets.  You may also 
purchase soda at the guesthouse for $1 each.   Do not bring any bills larger than $20.  
*Make sure there are no tears in your bills.  They will not accept them.  Our guesthouse 
will change money into Haitian dollars and gourdes for you when needed. Meals and 
bottled water are included in the cost of the trip. 
 
NEVER give money to anybody. Please talk with your team leader if you feel led to give. 
Chaos can happen quickly and you will be surrounded by hundreds if word gets out! 
Many people will ask you for a dollar when we are in the streets, I always shake my head 
no and respond that I only have God’s love to give them. They won’t understand what 
you are saying...just keep moving. “Bondye Beni’ou”, which means “God Bless You” in 
Creole is also nice.  

• Alarm Clock (battery operated) 
• Medicine – any prescription meds 
you are taking, malaria meds, Band- 
Aids, first-aid ointment, diarrhea and 
motion sickness medication, cold 
tablets, ibuprofen, and Wet Ones 
• Flashlight w/batteries 
• Snack food for airport and daily travels 
• Rain poncho 
• Sweat Rag/Bandana 
• Camera (Optional) 
• Passport 
• Money – small bills 
• Bible and journal 
• Light sweatshirt/jacket for cold airplane 
and mild evenings in Haiti 
• Bottled Water 
PURCHASE AFTER GOING 
THROUGH SECURITY so you have 
safe drinking water while waiting for 
your bags when you arrive in Haiti. 
• Refillable Water Bottles - 2 
 

• Toiletries –  (See Note Below) 

Toothpaste and toothbrush, shampoo, 
lotion, deodorant, hair brush, 
hand sanitizer, sunscreen, insect 
repellent 
• Color photocopy of passport . 
• Gals – nice skirt/dress for church 
Capri's, knee length skirts and shorts, 
tanks with 1” wide straps and 
t-shirts,– it will be hot and dirty on 
the road 
• Guys – nice shirt and pants for 
church, shorts, light weight pants, t-
shirts –it will be hot and dirty on the 
road.  Guys cannot be shirtless. 
• One pair of water shoes (ie; Keens) 
One pair of comfortable walking shoes 
• Hat for sun protection if desired 
• One piece swim suit 
• Electrolyte powder packets 
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A few more things to know about... 

 

Customs/Immigration 
Upon entering Haiti you will be given a “green” card that you need to have when 
you depart Haiti. Do not lose this. Tuck it in your passport. We will collect your 
passport and keep in in the safe in the guesthouse. Items in your room are secure 
and can be left in your room when you are in the field.  

 

Going to the Bathroom 
Because we work in the poorest areas in Haiti, there is no access to toilets in the 
field most of the time. We suggest that you try to get in a routine of using the 
bathroom at the Guest House before we leave each morning. The water you drink 
during the day from your water bottles in your back pack, for the most part is 
sweated out of your body and you may be surprised that you will not need to go 
that often! We do need to be careful about dehydration, so you need to be sure 
that you are going to the bathroom enough every day. If you feel the slightest signs 
of diarrhea coming on, take Imodium right away or let your team leader know. *Do 

not flush feminine products. 

 

Communicating to Loved Ones Back Home 
The Guest House does have limited internet access, so we will be able to post on our 
blog or Facebook daily.  Because this is a mission trip – away from the comforts of your 
home, we ask that you are not on the internet unless you are posting a blog.  Your 
leader will have a Haitian phone, so you can call back to the States if it is needed.  
Typically team members may call home when we arrive and once again in the middle of 
the week if needed. 

 

Haitians 
Most Haitians can understand French, yet they speak Creole. So a morning greeting will 
be “Bonjou”. An afternoon or evening greeting will be “Bonswa.” When you are walking 
in the streets typically Haitians will not greet you until you greet them first. Most are 
very friendly. 
 
NEVER give money to anyone that asks on the street. If you want to help a specific 
need, talk to your leader about it. Sometimes you will hear Haitians call you “Blanc”. 

This just means white. Always stay with the group and let your light shine! Be 
respectful when using your camera. Some people will not allow you to take 
their photo. It is best to ask if you are going to focus in on someone. 

 
 
 

 

A few things to know about...Haiti 
 

• Haiti is the poorest country in the Western Hemisphere and only 90 
minutes from the U.S. by airplane 

• According to UNICEF, only 30% of Haitians have access to clean drinking 
water 

• 80% of Haitians live in poverty making less than $2 a day 
• 1 in 8 children in Haiti will die before the age of 5 from treatable and/or 

curable diseases 
• Half of the people in Haiti do not know how to read or write 
• Roughly 80% of Haitians are Roman Catholic 
• The poor children of Haiti are sometimes fed dirt cookies, made of dirt 

and oil, then baked in the sun because their family cannot afford food 
• Capital City is Port-au-Prince 
• Almost 9 million people live in Haiti 
• Life expectancy is 51 
• Official language is Creole although children learn French at school 
• Over 300,000 people were killed in the 2010 earthquake leaving 1.5 

million people homeless and living in tents. 
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While you are in Haiti… 
 

Short-term mission trips are an incredible opportunity to grow spiritually, to 
cultivate an awareness of the world and needs around you, and to respond to 
God’s call to share the Gospel through personal and servant ministry. 
Haitian lives are changed as a result of your visit, and your life will be changed 
too. We strive to offer everyone the opportunity for hands-on ministry. We trust 
that God will work through all the planning, preparation and prayer to make 
your trip a powerful experience and to glorify Christ. 

 

Some Simple Guidelines 
• Be Prompt.  

o Be at breakfast by 8:00am or earlier. We will typically eat 
dinner 1/2 hour after returning from the days’ adventure. 

• Be flexible.  
o Changes in schedule are likely to occur. 

• Be patient and understanding.  
o Try to be solution focused. Look for the good in the bad. We 

are wide open for Satan’s interference. Your experience may 
not always be comfortable. 

• Volunteer.  
o Transportation may get tricky at time, and we will need people 

to volunteer to ride in the back of the pickup or Tap Tap. Only 
volunteer if you are physically capable to do this. 

• Be open.  
o Leave room for God to show up and do His work. Don’t be 

dependent on the schedule and our earthly plans. 
• Share.  

o We ask that you share each evening during group time what 
impacted you that day and other thoughts about your 
experiences.  

• Alcohol and Cigarettes.   
o Our standard practice is to ask all team members to refrain 

from smoking or drinking while on a Hands for Haiti mission 
trip. 

• Get your Shine on.  
o Always carry yourself in a way that honors Christ and offers a 

positive witness to the Haitian people. 

Contact Information 
 

Guest House  - Project Help-Haiti 

Route Verrette, Borel, Haiti 

 

Haiti Phone Numbers (for emergency calls) 

011-509-3614-7568   Guesthouse 

011-509-3714-0068  Debbi Gischia, Hands for Haiti 

 

US Phone Number: 

231-920-0068  Jeff Gischia 

231-920-7699  Debbi Gischia 

 

When You Return Home 
  
We have found when we get back home we are full of excitement and awe. We also feel 
some guilt at our abundance and maybe even a bit judgmental of our culture and how 
we spend money and lack Godly priorities. Recognize these feelings. Begin to make 
changes in your own life. Pray. Share your experiences with your family, your church, 
your friends, your co-workers. Show them your photos, direct them to the Hands for 
Haiti blog, put a presentation together and ask God to help you raise awareness and 
funds for Haiti. Hopefully on your trip you saw very clearly how one person can impact a 
life. 

 
  



 

MISSION TEAM APPLICATION 
 

Mission Trip Dates Applying For:   

 
 

Thank you for your interest in short-term missions with Hands for Haiti, 
and for stepping out in faith and following what God has put on your heart. 

 

Full name: _____________________________ _____________________ ________________________ 
  As it appears on your passport (First)  (Middle)    (Last) 
 
Current address:_______________________________________________________________________ 
   Street     City   State  Zip 
 
Home Phone:______________________________________ Cell Phone:__________________________ 
 
E-Mail:___________________________________________  Other:______________________________ 
 
Age:__________  Birthdate___________________ Citizen of (Country)_______________  
 
Passport number:___________________________________ Issue Date_____________ Exp._________ 
 
In case of emergency, contact:________________________________ Relationship:_________________ 
 
Emergency contact address:__________________________________ Phone:______________________ 
 
Doctor’s Name:_____________________________________________ Phone:_____________________ 
 
Has he/she or any other medical professional advised you not to participate in this mission trip or visit 

under-developed countries?   Yes ☐  No ☐ 

 
Medical insurance carrier and member #:____________________________________________________ 
 
Describe your general health:_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Known medical conditions:_______________________________________________________________ 
 
Known allergies:_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Current medications:____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Blood type, if known:____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Are you pregnant? If so, due date is _______________________________________________________ 
 
Your occupation:_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
If medical/healthcare, please list specialties:_________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________  

 



9 | P a g e  

 

MISSION TEAM APPLICATION 
Cont’d. 

 
Name_____________________________ 

 
Previous Mission Trips:__________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Why do you want to go on a mission trip?____________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Describe your faith, gifts and strengths:______________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Please list three expectations for your mission experience:______________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Do you have any concerns or fears about this experience? Please explain.__________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Is your family supportive of you going on a short-term mission?___________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Is there anything else we should know?_____________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

handsforhaititeam@gmail.com                                                                                     www.handsforhaiti.net  

mailto:handsforhaititeam@gmail.com
http://www.handsforhaiti.net/
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Hold Harmless, Waiver of Liability, and Emergency Medical Care Authorization 
 
 
Hands for Haiti (hereafter referred to as the “Sponsor”) is sponsoring the Haiti Mission Trip (hereafter 
referred to as the “Program” from  _____________________________________(date of trip).   
I, ____________________________________________ (participant name), of (current legal address) 
_________________________________________________________________________________,  
in consideration of the opportunity to participate in the Program, and in consideration of other obligations 
incurred, hereby agree as follows: 

1. I fully understand that I may be traveling or staying in areas of the world that may have unstable 
political, economic, and security situations where acts of war, potential danger from lack of control 
over local population, terrorism, or violence could occur at any time. 

2. I fully understand that I may encounter difficult climates and living conditions; that risks are present 
concerning means of travel, food, water, diseases, pests, and poor sanitation and other health-
related situations.  Medical or emergency medical treatment may be inadequate or not available. 

3. I accept and assume all responsibility for my personal actions and any all risks of property damage 
or personal injury that occur during or result from my participation, including potential injury while 
working. 

4. With the above in mind, I fully understand and agree that the Sponsor and all of it entities, 
volunteers and staff members, shall not be responsible or liable in any way for any accident, loss, 
death, injury, or damage to myself or my property in connection with the Program, or any portion of 
the Program, even if said injury or action is due to the allege negligence of the Sponsor.  Further, I 
do hereby agree to indemnify and hold costs and expenses (including, with limitation, reasonable 
attorney’s fee) or whatsoever kind in connection with the Program or any portion of the Program.  
Further, I make this agreement on behalf of my heirs, agents, fiduciaries, successors, and assigns.  
I waive, knowingly and voluntarily, every claim or right of action I have now or may have in the future 
against the Sponsor related to the Program, even if any such claim or right of action is causes by 
the Sponsor’s alleged negligence. 

5. I hereby state that I am in good health and have all medication necessary to treat any allergic or 
chronic conditions, and I am able to administer such medications without assistance.  If at any time 
during the Program, I need emergency medical care and am not able to give consent because of my 
physical or mental condition, I authorize emergency medical care decisions to be made on my 
behalf, and I specifically release the Sponsor in making those emergency medical care decisions, 
from any and all liability associated with said decisions, even in injury or death is the result of the 
Sponsor’s alleged negligence. 

6. This document does not release the Sponsor from gross negligence. 
7. I HAVE READ CAREFULLY, AGREE TO, AND INTEND TO BE LEGALLY BOUND BY ALL TERMS 

OF THIS HOLD HARMLESS, WAIVER OF LIBAILITY, AND EMERGENCY MEDICAL CARE 
AUTHORIZATION. 

 
Signature __________________________________________________ Date ______________________ 
 
Witness ___________________________________________________ Date ______________________ 
 
Printed Name of Witness ___________________________________________________ 
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Liability Form for Project Help Guest House 
The accompanying document contains information and a liability release for the guest house that we stay at while in Haiti.  We will be staying 
with Project Help Haiti, part of Cross-Cultural Ministries, Churches of God. It helps them immeasurably if they can know a little about our group 
and why we are coming. It will help make your visit safe, enjoyable and worthwhile. Please fill it out, and mail, fax or email it back to Hands for 
Haiti so they can be sent together in one envelope to the Project Help main office. Thanks!  
 
Name: ___________________________________________________________ Age:________ Birthdate_________________________  
 
Email:_____________________________________________________________________ City/State: __________________________  
 
Insurance Information:  
Passport Number: ______________________________________________________ Gender: _______________________  
 
Beneficiary (full name, not self):_____________________________________________________________________   
 
Visitors come for a variety of purposes and reasons. All are welcome and your visit will be much more enjoyable and productive if we know 
why you are coming. Please consider carefully why you are coming to Haiti. Please check as many as are appropriate.  

 ☐Come to work and to work hard  

 ☐Come to do a specific task or tasks  

 ☐Come for a vacation  

 ☐Come to see if missions are for me  

 ☐Come to see, study, and learn about missions.  

 ☐Come to provide spiritual enrichment for the missionaries  

 ☐Come to provide spiritual enrichment for the Haitians  

 ☐Come to do a little work, a little sightseeing, and a little learning (common)  

 ☐Come along because someone else is coming (pretty common, too)  

 ☐Come to find fault or to complain (not very common)  

Or specify:______________________________________________________________  
Health Information:  
Special needs: ____________________________________________Allergies__________________________________  
Dietary restrictions (Vegetarian? Or foods you dislike or cannot eat):  
________________________________________________________________________________________________  
Skills in which you are fairly proficient: (Check all that apply)  

☐ plumbing  ☐ painting   ☐organizing supplies  ☐sewing  

☐ electrical   ☐mechanic   ☐music    ☐teaching: ________  

☐ carpentry   ☐body work   ☐upholstering   ☐ministry  

List specific talents/skills or elaborate on above: __________________________________________________________  
________________________________________________________________________________________________  
*I understand Churches of God, General Conference will not be held responsible for an illness or accident that might occur while in Haiti and I 
will provide for my own personal accident/health insurance. I understand that as a short term mission volunteer, I may be traveling to and from, 
and living and working in areas that are dangerous, both in the United States and foreign countries. Particularly, and without limiting the above 
acknowledgement, I understand that if I travel outside of the United States: 1. Medical and dental service may be inadequate or totally lacking; 
2. I may be exposed to illnesses and diseases; 3. Law enforcement may be inadequate or totally lacking; 4. Motor vehicle travel may be 
dangerous and motor vehicle laws may not be observed nor enforced; 5. Food and water may be unsanitary, unsafe, and dangerous; 6. There 
may be social unrest, terrorism, insurrection, revolution or war. I further understand that the above listing of dangers is meant to be illustrative 
only, that many other dangers exist, and that I may be exposed to them in one form or another. With full knowledge of the above, I have 
decided to expressly assume the risk and volunteer with CGGC, CCM.  
*In addition to the above, I agree to refrain from unscriptural conduct in the performance of my service on behalf of the CGGC. By signing this 
form, I also give the CGGC the permission, right, title, and interest in any and all photographic images and video or audio recordings made 
during my ministry trip.  
 *I understand that I am required to have travel insurance for my stay and that Volunteer Missionary Insurance is included in my team fee. 
Should I choose not to take the insurance provided, I understand I will not be refunded that portion of the fee, and I must provide proof of other 
coverage. 
 X__________________________________________________________ (signature required) _________________________(Date)  

Trip Dates: 

 

 

 



12 | P a g e  

 

Sample Letter 
 
Dear Friends, 
I hope things are going well with you. I have some exciting news that I wanted to share! I am going on a 
mission trip to the poorest country in the Western Hemisphere — Haiti. I have thought about this, prayed, 
and talked it over with many close friends and/or family. I really feel like this is an opportunity that I cannot 
pass up. 
 
We are making the trip with Hands for Haiti, an organization that works in Haiti providing water filters, food 
distribution, housing, education and the example of Christ to the poor and most vulnerable. The dates of 
the trip are ________________. The total cost of the trip is $__________. 
 
I am writing to you to ask for your financial support. Anything you are able to give would be helpful! Gifts to 
Hands for Haiti, designated for my trip expenses, are tax deductible. If I am unable to participate in the trip, 
your gifts are still tax deductible and will be used to support the mission.  
 
If you are unable to give at this time, I completely understand! I seek your prayers as I begin to plan for this 
mission trip. As you can imagine, raising support is sometimes difficult, but I know that if it is the Lord’s will 
that I make this trip, then He will provide.  
 
While in Haiti, I will have the opportunity to: 
• Work alongside the Haitians    • Visit schools and/or gardens 
• Distribute Food to those in need    • Bring needed supplies 
• Work at Mother Teresa Missionaries of Charity  • Build relationships and deepen my faith 
 
If you are able to help, please make your check payable to “Hands for Haiti”, put my name in the memo line 
and return in the enclosed envelope to me by (DATE).  I need to know where my support is coming from 
and what other support I will need to raise before I leave.  
 
To learn more about the mission and its ministry, please visit their website at www.handsforhaiti.net. 
My desire for this trip is to perhaps make a small difference in the life of the Haitian people. Please 
continue to pray for me as these plans fall into place.  
 
 
Love, Jane Smith 
 
 
Sample Response card 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
We want to partner with Hands for Haiti and are sending our gift of $__________. 
to be used to support the short-term mission trip of _________________________. 
 
We understand that the use of our gift is subject to the discretion and control of the mission. 
Donor(s): ________________________________________________________ 
Address: ________________________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip: ___________________________________________________ 
 
You may send your gifts directly to:  Hands for Haiti ~ 7421 W. Blue Rd., Lake City, MI  49651 
 (All donations are 100% Tax Deductible.) 
  

http://www.handsforhaiti.net/

